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TODAY NEWS HIGHLIGHT

)) India-Saudi relations gain new strength: Senior diplomat Vipul
appointed as India’s new ambassador to Saudi Arabia

)) Lionel Messi becomes the first individual footballer to receive
the Princess of Asturias Sports Award

NASA’s MAVEN mission concludes: Mysteries of Mars'
» atmosphere and climate change revealed (sci-tech)

)) Microsoft's Fairwater Al Data Center: A new model for artificial
intelligence and sustainable development (sci-tech)

)) India’s first IndiaAl Data Lab at Chandigarh University: A major
step towards building an Al-skilled workforce (national)

)) Khalilur Rahman of Bangladesh elected President of the 81st
session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)

) UPI launched in Cambodia: India’s digital payments diplomacy
) gains new global recognition (international)

)) Launch of the ‘Navachar Mantra’ initiative: a national initiative
to promote grassroots innovation and entrepreneurship
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1. Fresh momentum for India-Saudi ties: Senior diplomat ¥ |
Vipul appointed as India’s new Ambassador to Saudi v
Arabia -
The Government of India has appointed Vipul, a 1998-batch IFS :
officer currently serving as India's Ambassador to Qatar, as the '
next Ambassador to Saudi Arabia. This appointment reflects
India's growing strategic and diplomatic engagement in West
Asia.

2. Lionel Messi becomes the first individual footballer to
receive the Princess of Asturias Sports Award

Lionel Messi has become the first individual footballer to receive
the Princess of Asturias Sports Award, one of Spain's most
prestigious international honors. He has been conferred this
award in recognition of his historic sporting achievements as
well as his humanitarian work in the fields of education, health,
and social welfare.

3. NASA’s MAVEN Mission Concludes: Unveiling the
Mysteries of Mars' Atmosphere and Climate Change
NASA has officially declared the conclusion of the MAVEN
mission, as the spacecraft could not be reactivated after contact
was lost in December 2025. Launched in 2013, the mission was
dedicated to studying Mars' atmosphere, ionosphere, and the
impact of solar winds. Key discoveries by MAVEN include
identifying the causes of atmospheric erosion on Mars and the
identification of various types of auroras.

4. Microsoft’s Fairwater Al Data Center: A New Model for
Artificial Intelligence and Sustainable Development
Microsoft has established the Fairwater Al Data Center in Mount
Pleasant, USA, at a cost of $7.3 billion to meet the growing
demand for Al computing. The center features an innovative
vertical structure and a closed-loop cooling system, enabling
more efficient use of land, energy, and water resources.
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5. India’s First IndiaAl Data Lab at Chandigarh University:
A Major Step Towards Building an Al-Skilled Workforce
Chandigarh University has achieved the distinction of becoming
India's first private university to establish an 'IndiaAl Data Lab’
in collaboration with Intel India. This laboratory will provide
students with hands-on training in artificial intelligence, data
science, machine learning, and other emerging technologies.

6. Bangladesh’s Khalilur Rahman Elected President of

the 81st Session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA)
Senior Bangladeshi diplomat Khalilur Rahman has been elected
President of the 81st session of the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) and will assume office on September 8, 2026.
With over four decades of diplomatic experience, Rahman is
considered an expert in multilateral cooperation and global
governance.

7. UPI Launched in Cambodia: India’s Digital Payment
Diplomacy Gains New Global Recognition

India’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI) has been officially
launched in Cambodia, enabling Indian travelers to make QR
code-based payments using their UPI apps. This initiative has
been launched in collaboration with NPCI International
Payments Limited and ACLEDA Bank Plc and will operate
through the KHQR and Bakong digital payment systems.

8. Launch of the ‘Navachar Mantra’ Initiative: A national
initiative to foster grassroots innovation and
entrepreneurship

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE)
launched the ‘Navachar Mantra’ initiative on June 3, 2026, aimed
at fostering grassroots innovators and early-stage
entrepreneurs. This program will provide a national platform
specifically for innovations originating from Tier-2 and Tier-3
cities, aspirational districts, and rural areas.
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1. To which country has the Government of India appointed Vipul as
India's next ambassador?

A - Qatar B - United Arab Emirates

C - Saudi Arabia D - Oman

The Government of India has appointed senior IFS officer Vipul as
India's new ambassador to Saudi Arabia. Vipul, an expert in Gulf
affairs, is considered a key appointment for further strengthening the
strategic, economic, and security ties between India and Saudi
Arabia.

2. Who has become the first individual football player to receive the
Princess of Asturias Sports Award 2026?

A - Cristiano Ronaldo B - Neymar Jr.

C - Lionel Messi D - Kylian Mbappé

Lionel Messi has become the first individual football player to receive
the Princess of Asturias Sports Award 2026. He has been conferred
this honor for his extraordinary achievements in sports and his
humanitarian contributions in the fields of education, health, and
social welfare.

3. The MAVEN mission was a mission of which space agency?

A -ISRO B - ESA

C - NASA D - JAXA

NASA has officially declared the MAVEN mission concluded following
a loss of contact in December 2025. This mission provided crucial
information regarding Mars' atmosphere, the impact of solar winds,
and the planet's climate change.

4. Which company has built the Fairwater Al data center?

A - Google B - Microsoft

C - Amazon D - Meta

Microsoft has established the Fairwater Al data center in Mount
Pleasant, USA, developed to promote advanced Al computing and
environmental sustainability. The center focuses on the efficient use
of water, energy, and land resources through a closed-loop cooling
system and an energy-efficient design.
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5. Which has become India's first private university to establish an
IndiaAl Data Lab?

A - Amity University B - Lovely Professional University
C - Chandigarh University D - Banaras Hindu University
Chandigarh University has achieved the distinction of becoming
India's first private university to establish an IndiaAl Data Lab in
collaboration with Intel India. This initiative focuses on enhancing
students’' employability and industry readiness by providing them
with practical training in Al and emerging technologies.

6. Who has been elected as the President of the 81st session of the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)?

A - Antonio Guterres B - Andreas Kakouris

C - Khalilur Rahman D - Philemon Yang

Senior Bangladeshi diplomat Khalilur Rahman has been elected as
the President of the 81st session of the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) and will assume office on September 8, 2026. His
tenure will place special emphasis on issues such as UN reforms,
climate change, SDGs, human rights, and global peace.

7. In which country has India's UPI been officially launched recently?
A - Cambodia B - Thailand

C - Vietnam D - Malaysia

India's UPI has been launched in Cambodia, enabling Indian travelers
to make QR code-based payments there using their UPI apps. This
initiative will strengthen digital financial cooperation, fintech
innovation, and financial inclusion between India and Cambodia.

8. Which ministry has launched the ‘Navachar Mantra’ initiative?

A - Ministry of Education B - Ministry of Science and

Technology
C - Ministry of Commerce and D - Ministry of Skill Development
Industry and Entrepreneurship (MSDE)

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship has
launched the ‘Navachar Mantra’ initiative, aimed at identifying,
mentoring, and supporting grassroots innovators and entrepreneurs.
This program will foster innovation, employment, and self-reliance,
particularly in rural India and Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities.
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1. At which US location has Microsoft's 'Fairwater' Al data center been established? -
Mount Pleasant

2. Which ministry has launched the ‘Navachar Mantra’ initiative? - Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE)

3. The MAVEN mission, which was recently declared concluded, was related to the
study of which planet? - Mars

4. Who has become the first individual footballer to receive the Princess of Asturias
Sports Award? - Lionel Messi

5. For what duration will mentorship and support be provided to the innovators
selected under the ‘Navachar Mantra’ initiative? - 1 year

6. Which Indian private university has become the first to establish an IndiaAl Data
Lab? - Chandigarh University

7. In which country has India's UPI been officially launched recently? - Cambodia

8. Who has been elected as the President of the 81st session of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA)? - Khalilur Rahman

9. Who has recently been appointed as India's next ambassador to Saudi Arabia? -
Vipul

10. What is the name of Cambodia's national QR payment system with which UPI has
been linked? - KHQR
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AeA-TSHal Haeil Bl T8 AoTgdl: afees eToterfisd fAqe da THdl 3fed
& afTed o ST 2oiqd (appoiments)

St At 5o M site srgflara e sare ure a1 ugs
fhITd PHedise (awards)

SATET BT MAVEN fR2I6T HATE: 3T AT & AR T AGAR
ufRada & gzl & 3o1uef (sci-tech)

ATSHIATTE Bl Badice Al 3T dee: HiAa iR 3ie dad fAs
&1 1T ATSS (sci-tech)

9ébore fayfdemesa & aed 6t Uzt IndiaAl Data Lab: Al-2le
wrdge faerfor &t faenm A 921 Heat (national)

divcsTeel & TASIhe TEHATGT ot HYeh 2T AZTEAT (UNGA) & 81d &
& 31ea8f (international)

ST A 2[& THT UPI: 3Rd &l RfSes afoTara geofifa ot fact ord
af9¥es ug=ns (international)

"SAAATE HA' UESH I 2[AHTEH: STafteft sTarane e 3afaar ol gerar dat
&1 2t ugs (national)
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5. TSiTg favafdene # ¥R @1 ggell IndiaAl Data Lab: Al-
DI PG AT Bt 2T A 99T A

TeTe favafdeney 7 ¢ e @ ¥E9MT 9 IndiaAl Data Lab <emf«
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P AR &9 3R FUNT-TIRT B TG & |
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